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May 12, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany 8S. 1315] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1315) for the relief of Mirko M. Bjelopetrovich, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 


That for the purposes of the immigration and naturalization laws, Mirko M, 
Bje lopetrovich * all be held and considered to have been lawfully admitted to 
the United States for permanent residence as of an date of the enactment cf this 
act, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. Upon the granting of 
permanent residence to such alien as provided for in this act, the Secretary of State 
shall instruct the proper quota-control officer to deduct one number from cha 
appropriate quota for the first year that such quota is available. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent. residence in the United States to Mirko M. Bjelopetrovich. 
The bill provides for the payment of the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Yugoslavia on March 17, 
1920, and claims to be stateless at the present time. He last entered 
the United States as a visitor on October 27, 1949, as an attendant 
to King Peter II of Yugoslavia. 
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A letter dated December 15, 1950, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to S. 3954, which was a bill introduced in the Eighty-first 
Congress for the relief of the same alien reads as follows: 


DeceMBER 15, 1950. 
Hon. Pat McCarRRAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 3954) for the relief of Mirko M. 
Bjelopetrovich. 

The bill would direct the Attorney General to cancel deportation proceedings 
against Mirko M. Bjelopetrovich and would provide that he shall not again be 
subject to deportation by reason of the same facts. It would further provide 
that he shall be considered as having been lawfully admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence as of the date of his last entry into this country upon 
payment of the required head tax and visa fee. Finally, it would direct the 
Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one number 
from the nonpreference category of the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien, who claims to be stateless, is a native of Yugoslavia, having 
been born in Primislje, Yugoslavia, on March 17, 1920. He entered the United 
States at the port of New York on October 27, 1949, when he was admitted as 
temporary visitor until January 23, 1950, under section 3 (2) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924. He was granted an extension of his temporary stay until July 23, 
1950. 

The files further reflect that Mr. Bjelopetrovich has been employed since 
October 1949, as an attendant to King Peter of Yugoslavia in New York City. 
At the time he applied for a visitor’s visa at the American consulate in Paris, 
France, he indicated that his home was in Paris. He stated that he was arrested 
in March 1941, at Zagreb, Yugoslavia, as one of a group of demonstrators against 
the pro-Nazi government, but was released the following morning. The Private 
Secretary to King Peter stated that the alien receives a salary of $150 a month 
and that his present position is considered permanent. 

The quota of Yugoslavia, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
for many years and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The record 
fails, however, to present considerations which would justify the enactment of 
special legislation granting him a preference over other nationals of Yugoslavia 
who desire to enter this country for permanent residence. The enactment of this 
bill would encourage other aliens to enter the United States as visitors, and 
thereafter attempt to adjust their status to that of permanent residence by 
seeking to have a private bill enacted in their behalf. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment 
of this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Edward Martin, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in comnection with the bill: 


Jackson Heraurs, N. Y., May 17, 1951. 
Reference: File 0300-335678. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
New York 23, N. Y. 
(Attention Mr. Mueller, Hearing Officer.) 

GENTLEMEN: With regard to the hearing held at your offices on May 11, 1951, 
to show why I should not be deported from the United States and with further 
regard to the conclusions set forth at that hearing I would like to set forth the 
following exceptions: 

1. During the years 1941, 1942 and to the time of my capture by the Nazis in 
October 1943, I fought against fascism and communism alike as a member of the 
Allied forces. In Yugoslavia under the supreme command of Gen. D. Mihailovich, 
I was in charge of a zone in Lika and commanded over 1,800 soldiers in the fight 
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against the Communists, Germans, and Italians. Because I was outspokenly 
anti-Communist and was willing to fight against the Communist rebels without 
quarter, my activities became well known to the Communists and the Germans 
alike. After the Communists had completely taken over the country, I was pro- 
claimed by them a war criminal for the areas of Slunj and Ogulin in Lika, 
Yugoslavia. 

2. I have further exposed myself to retaliatory action by the Communists by 
working for ex-King Peter II whose attendant I am and with whom I arrived here 
in the United States. In Yugoslavia today the supporters of the King are quickly 
liquidated for treasonable activities. 

3. Since my arrival in the United States, I again have known true and complete 
freedom such as I fought for on the Allied side in World War II. Iam willing to 
fight for freedom and the United States and will gladly contribute in the fight of 
this country against communism, 

4. Iam astateless displaced person I registered in Voerde, Westfallen, Germany, 
as a displaced person in 1945. In view of the fact that I am stateless I cannot 
go to any other country as of the present. 

5. A bill, S. 1315, has been introduced in my behalf in the Senate of the United 
States of the Eighty-second Congress, first session, by Senator Martin to allow 
me to reside in the United States permanently. 


SUMMARY 


I would be physically tortured and executed by the Communist rulers in 
Yugoslavia if I were deported there. 

I have fought communism actively since my high school days. 

I have been exemplary in my conduct while residing in the United States. 

I would gladly volunteer my services and experience for the United States in 
the fight against communism. 

My case has attracted the attention of the Honorable Senator Martin of the 
United States Senate who has introduced a bill in the Senate in my behalf. 

In view of the above I feel that my case is so exceptional as to set aside conelu- 
sions reached at the hearing referred to in the first paragraph and that I be given 
an opportunity to reside legally in the United States. 

Mirko BJELOPETROVICH. 


+s 


Cuicaao, Itu., August 27, 1951. 
Hon. Epwarp MARTIN, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
(Attention of Mr. George Bloom.) 

My Dear Senator: Referring to the case of Mr. Mirko Bjelopetrovich, on 
whose behalf you have kindly introduced a private bill (S. 1315), I would like to 
give some additional information which might make his case worth reconsidering 
on the part of the Subcommittee on Immigration of the United States Senate 
Judiciary Committee: 

1. I have known Mr. Mirko Bjelopetrovich since November 1943, when I 
met him in the prisoners of war camp of Spittal, Austria. I was brought there 
by the Germans from a POW camp in Italy (Gavi, Campo 5) a few weeks before. 
Mr. Bjelopetrovich was sent to the camp of Spittal after being captured by the 
Germans in Yugoslavia as a GVhetnik. With a group of 15 other prisoners of war, 
we were sent to the camp of¥Osnabruck (Oflag VI C). From that time I was in 
daily contact with Bjelopetrovich until June 1947, when I left France (Paris 
to come to the United States, and again since October 1949 when Bjelopetrovich 
came to America as a visitor. 

From personal knowledge and experience, I can testify to the high moral 
integrity and firm character of Mirko Bjelopetrovich. He was and is strongly 
opposed to communism, which he fought before World War II as a high school 
and university student, then during World War II as a Chetnik and later as a 
student, worker, etc., in all his capacities and in all possible ways. 

In 1949, when King Peter II of Yugoslavia visited the United States, he asked 
me to recommend him a young man of complete dependability to do services as 
his attendant. Having trust in Bjelopetrovich, as a man and patriot, I recom- 
mended him. Bjelopetrovich came in October 1949 to the United States as a 
visitor in the capacity of attendant to King Peter IT 
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Please accept, Senator, my sincere gratitude for all you have done to help Mr. 
Bjelopetrovich and for your kind further consideration of his case. 
Very truly yours, 
Stopopan M. DRaskoVIcH, 


The bill has been amended to conform with the policy of the com- 
mittee in granting permanent residence in the United States to an 
alien as of the date of the adjustment rather than as of the date of 
last entry into the United States. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1315), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 








